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Christmas is a time of faith, 

family, food and fun but this 

year, it may be celebrated 

differently in many parts of the 

world, as well as here at home, in Australia 

and New Zealand.

While food relief continues to be a focus, 

we have been working with Partners 

to see what 2021 will look like post 

COVID-19 and beyond. 

This year’s Christmas Appeal has two clear 

objectives: Back To School and Return To 

Learning. 

What that looks like in 2021 in India, 

Bangladesh and Nepal will be based on the 

health, welfare and safety of the children 

you support and government guidelines.

The aim is simple. We want to:

• Improve school environments to ensure 

that children will have a better experience 

at school when they return than they had 

pre-COVID-19;

• Wherever possible provide the tools, 

equipment, resources, technology, data 

and infrastructure to ensure that the 

children have the ability to continue to 

learn whatever the challenges that arise 

in-country during this pandemic.  

We thank you sincerely and ask for your 

continued support in helping us return the 

children to a learning environment in 2021 

and to remember the children in your 

prayers.

 Thank you,

As we head towards the end of, what has been for many, 

the most challenging year of our generation, we are 

so thankful for how you have continued to support 

us and the children during this time. 

 from the ceo 

DEAR 
SUPPORTERS

INDIA

For parents, who are 
mostly daily wage 
earners and now have no 
income, worrying about 

paying for basic daily needs has 
become a bigger priority than 
before. 

As well as providing food relief, 
our Partners have been keeping 
children engaged, implementing 
new ways to conduct classes 
and strengthening the learning 
environments both during 
lockdowns and planning for 
future learning post COVID-19. 

The past few months 

have brought up 

unprecedented 

challenges for families 

everywhere, never 

more so than the 

communities where we 

work in India where 

social distancing is a 

luxury not a right.

learning post COVID
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According to recent Indian 

research, almost 122 million 

people have lost their jobs linked 

to COVID-19, Archana’s family is 

no different. She says, “My husband lost his 

full-time job and now he takes temporary 

jobs to make ends meet. We are living by 

borrowing money and any income he earns 

but we are in more debt than before.”

Their family lives in one room in a medium 

sized house, in the other rooms live 

Archana’s step-mother’s family. She says, 

“It’s very stressful as we have had issues 

with my step-mother’s family previously and 

I worry about the children living in a chaotic 

environment.” 

With four children and no school things 

are diffi cult. Archana says, “It’s not easy for 

me, as I have to manage all of them, they 

play and fi ght all the time. It is a challenge 

but we go with the fl ow, I am very grateful 

because the children are pitching in.” 

Bhavana, 4th grader says, “It has been fun 

to be at home all day during the lockdown. 

I watch TV and love making miniature 

furniture with my siblings. I miss school but I 

am happy because I celebrated my birthday 

at home. Birthdays at school are no fun.” 

She also misses the after-school programme 

at our Kannagi Nagar hub. 

The children are watching the learning 

videos for English and Math that our 

before-and-after school care team share 

on Whatsapp groups during lockdown. 

Archana says, “The children are showing 

a lot of improvement in Math and are 

learning English with the after-school 

programme.”

Bhavana says, “The videos help us learn the 

alphabet, phonics and words in English. I 

liked the phonic video a lot!”

While Bhavana loves being at home, it’s not 

the same for Ramcharan who is also in 4th 

grade.

He says, “It was initially fun but now I miss 

school.” He struggles to learn the English 

alphabet without the teacher's help. “I 

practice my alphabet and words with 

the videos they send but I get confused 

sometimes.” 

For low income families with more than 

one child, depending on one phone with 

poor internet connection makes studying 

diffi cult. It can stagnate their future 

academic growth. Archana says, “It is 

very diffi cult to teach all four of them at 

home; we are eagerly waiting for schools 

to reopen, so that they can pick up from 

where they left off.” 

To bring some security to children and 

with your support, we are providing food 

packages but also emotional support. 

Archana says, “This helps a lot in our time 

of need, they listen to our struggles and 

show they care. We felt hopeless at the 

start of the pandemic and were scared for 

our family’s safety. The food relief packages 

are a great help and we are very grateful to 

be receiving it.”

Archana and 

Ramakrishnan have 

two children (Divya, 

12 and Ramacharan, 

11) and are fostering 

his brother’s children 

(Raja and Bhavana, 

both 11) as their mother 

passed away. They are a 

happy blended family.

 Learning 

 challenges 

 during 

LOCK-
DOWN
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Those challenges have been amplifi ed during this diffi cult 

time, despite this our Partners have been able to step 

up to ensure the children you support and their families 

have been welfare checked and provided food relief. 

Furthermore, our Partners have taken the opportunity to establish 

and strengthen accessibility, expand infrastructure of schools and 

improve educational components that we offer our students.

Having been born into a poor family of six, getting the 

opportunity to be educated and look towards the future 

was something she only imagined. Now she actively 

uses her new-found awareness to help her friends be 

brave and refuse child marriage and other stereotypical traditions. 

Little did she know that this year, COVID-19 would present 

other challenging conditions with Government lockdowns and 

school closures. Used to being outspoken in the community, Sita 

is speaking up. Aside from helping her parents with household 

chores, she has not stopped studying and has been reading and 

writing for two hours in the evening and in the morning. She has 

been encouraging her siblings and friends to develop the habit of 

reading during this time too. Other than studying, she has been 

listening to the radio regarding COVID-19 at home, and has kept 

her family safe by staying aware of what is happening. Despite the 

remoteness of her village, Sita has been in constant touch with 

friends, urging them to pay attention to hygiene during this time. 

She also speaks to her community about wearing a mask, washing 

hands, and maintaining social distance. We met with Sita and her 

family while distributing food relief and are pleased to also see 

her continuing work against child marriage, chaupadi (she used 

to practice menstrual isolation but doesn't anymore), and gender 

discrmination. Well done, Sita!

Dispite this they pivoted quickly providing an emergency 
response. This included food relief assistance for those at- 
risk-mothers, beyond our children and their families in our 
Program, as well providing additional hygiene equipment 
and PPE for Health Centres servicing the remote villages 
where we work in coordination with local NGOs and Local 
Government.

• A total of 118 postnatal mothers were provided food 
relief. Without any family income to help them maintain an 
appropriate nutrition level and food consumption during 
their pregnancy and after birth. They were educated on 
how they can protect their baby and family from COVID-19 
and maintain high hygiene practices at home.  

• A total of 488 children and their families received the 
food relief, without any family income those children 
would have gone hungry without your support.

We want to acknowledge that all of this was achieved by 
our Partners despite food supply shortages in the country 
due to lockdowns and increased costs. In addition, our 
Partners have looked beyond basic staples and have now 
boosted the nutritional value of food provided in order to 
improve the immune system of each child and their family. 

For Sita, 16, becoming a Child Activist 

with our Partner five years ago was a 

new and challenging experience. 

A study by our Partner in Nepal found 

that it wasn’t just children and daily 

wage laborers but also pregnant and 

postnatal women were most at risk 

during this difficult time.

The remoteness and depth of our projects 

in Nepal that range from a school in 

Kathmandu to those in remote and rural 

Western Nepal means accessibility and 

logistics have always been a challenge. 

SITA
 is stepping up 



Response by Asian Aid Issue Four 2020   5 

BANGLADESH

While our regular 

activities have had to 

be paused, our Partner 

has been able to 

channel funds and activities into school 

renovations creating better learning 

environments for our children, as well as 

providing food relief. Almost 200 families 

have been regularly supplied with food 

such as rice, dal, potato, oil, salt, onion, 

and garlic. They have also received 

hygiene supplies - hand wash, soap, 

detergent powder, mask, hand gloves, 

toothpaste and brush.

Puja Roy is one of our students studying 

in Grade 3. Her family live in a rented 

house. Her father works in a barber 

shop, and does not have enough 

income to meet the needs of the family, 

especially with everything closed the past 

few months. Our food packages have 

ensured her family has three meals a day.

Chadni couldn’t go home when 
the lockdown was announced 
as her parents separated and 
she was abandoned as a child. 

She has two younger sisters who live with 
their grandparents but they are unable 
to support her as well although they 
both work in the fi elds.

During lockdown, she has been attending 
the school’s online classes regularly and 
in free time she plays on the beautiful 
campus grounds. She is excited to see 
the new school buildings that are taking 
shape with your support. She is eagerly 
waiting for school to offi cially open and 
her friends to come back in person rather 
than see them online.

Chadni hopes to complete her education 
and go on to nursing. “I want to serve 
patients in poor communities like mine, 
to remove all suffering, be a light for 
society and show Christian virtues 
through my life and service”, she said.

Our schools in Bangladesh have always been a 

hub for a flurry of activities, with Child Clubs, 

teacher training, courtyard meetings and community 

awareness gatherings.

Chadni, in Grade Four, is 

a gentle little girl living 

and studying in one of our 

schools in Bangladesh. She 

came to the school in 2013 

brought by one of her aunts.

 “I am especially grateful for the

 food I have here. If I stayed with my 

 grandparents, I wouldn’t get three

  meals a day,” she says.

CHADNI
 spent lockdown 

 in school 
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For just $40 per month you can help provide 
food security for a family of four. This will ensure 

that while our sponsored children remain at home, 

they (and their family) have enough food to eat. 

While we remain positive we are also aware of 
the challenges of a pandemic in the developing 
world.  Our aim is to, wherever possible, provide 

the tools, equipment, resources, technology, data 

and infrastructure to ensure that the children 

have the ability to continue to learn whatever the 

challenges that arise in-country.

As we begin to look at how we return children to school when it 
is safe to do so, we want to focus on how we can improve our school 

environments, increase teacher training and support materials. We would like 

to see students return to a better environment than they had when they left.

 back to 

 Adventist Education  

 and Communities 

You can help us increase the quality of life 
of children that attend our Adventist schools 
by improving their school and families’ 
circumstances. Your donations go to improving 

educational resources, establishing child clubs, 

raising child rights awareness, teacher training 

and livelihood training for parents so children and 

the wider community are benefi tted.

SCHOOL

With the world changing so rapidly and the needs of our children along 

with it, we are doing our best to channel funds to where the needs are 

most required, and where our children would be benefitted the best. 

 return to 

 family 

LEARNING

FOOD FUND
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In these uncertain times, 
unforeseen needs are constantly 
arising, whether that be building 
renovations, new education 
programs to fi ght poverty, slavery 
and traffi cking or new school 
resources or health assistance. 
When you donate to our Meet-The-

Need fund, you allow us to quickly 

assist our children, families and 

communities when they need it most. 

We know circumstances change 

quickly so thank you for helping us 

meet the most pressing needs.

I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT (Please write project name below)

____________________________________________________________

❍ A regular donation of _________ a month 

❍ A one-off  donation of _________

❍ A one-off  donation of _________ to #Meet-The-Need

I WILL GIVE MY DONATION BY
1. CHEQUE (Make payable to Asian Aid Organisation and post with this form)

2. FUNDS TRANSFER call us on (+61) 02 6586 4250 for banking details
3. CREDIT CARD

Name on Card_____________________________________________________

                     

Expiry_______ /________/CSV________Amount $_______________________

YOUR DETAILS

Name_____________________________

DOB____ /____ /____

Address___________________________

________________Post Code_________

Email______________________________

Phone_______________________________

ID_____________________________________

 POST TO PO BOX 333 Wauchope,
          NSW 2446, Australia
             All donations above $2 are tax-deductibleSignature______________________________________Date____ /____ /____

If you do not wish to receive updates or promotional materials from Asian Aid please tick this box. This excludes our quarterly 

newsletters. Promotional materials will be sent by email unless otherwise requested. 

(if already a supporter)

Our Special Needs Schools help children who 
may otherwise miss the opportunity to be 
educated to receive the help they deserve and 
hope for their futures. You can help us provide 

life-changing programs for children to transition 

towards meaningful and independent living as adults 

with practical skills.

 Meet-The-Need 

 Special Needs 

 SCHOOLS
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I WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR (child’s name)________________________

❍ Sponsorship at $49 a month

❍ Sponsorship Plus* at $55 a month

*Plus helps us run additional child-focused activities in vulnerable communities

I WILL GIVE MY DONATION BY
1. CHEQUE (Make payable to Asian Aid Organisation and post with this form)

2. FUNDS TRANSFER call us on (+61) 02 6586 4250 for banking details
3. CREDIT CARD

Name on Card_____________________________________________________

         

Expiry_______ /________/CSV________

Amount $__________________________

(if already a supporter)

For more information, visit www.asianaid.org.au
call (+61) 02 6586 4250 or email contact@asianaid.org.au

YOUR DETAILS

Name_____________________________

DOB____ /____ /____

Address___________________________

__________________________________

Email______________________________

Phone_______________________________

ID_____________________________________

 POST TO
          PO BOX 333
          Wauchope,
          NSW 2446, AustraliaSignature_____________________________________Date____ /____ /____

If you do not wish to receive updates or promotional materials from Asian Aid please tick this box. This excludes our quarterly newsletters.

Promotional materials will be sent by email unless otherwise requested.

All donations above $2 are tax-deductible

Shyam is 8 years old and lives in India. His 
favourite activities are kabadi and hide and 
seek. He is part of our football program, 
which has also provided boys with an 
alternative to wandering the streets, 
instilling determination and discipline in 
a safe and supportive environment. We 
need a sponsor for him so he can continue 
his education and go on to make his 
dream of becoming a doctor come true.

We currently have children under our care and because of the current situation 
impacting on all of us, we now have an additional 342 children who 

need support. As the economic conditions worsen we expect this issue to increase. 
Here are just three examples of why these children need your help.

Four-year-old Angela loves 
drawing and reading. She lives 
with her family of six, including 
three siblings, in a tin shed house 
located in low-lying land in 
Bangladesh. Her father is a day 
laborer and the family gets by with 
his meagre income. Will you fulfi l 
her dream of becoming a teacher 
by sponsoring her?

Sponsored since 2016, Likhon is a well behaved 
and happy student who enjoys school. Likhon 
likes to draw and colour. He wants to grow 
up to be a teacher. His father works as a rural 
day labourer but his small income only covers 
their daily meals, and he cannot afford to pay 
for his son's education. Now his sponsor has 
withdrawn his support because of unforeseen 
circumstances so we require a sponsor to 
ensure Likhon continues his education. 

A CHILD
 SPONSOR 

 Angela Roy 

 BB01369 - $55 

 Shyam A 

 OI01211 - $55 

 Likhon Halder 

 A19177 - $55 


