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T
he purpose was simple. Go dive 

into our Programs and collect 

content around the work we 

do on your behalf. It was an 

amazing opportunity for me and I feel I 

have a deeper understanding of the impact 

we have and how your donations make a 

difference in children's lives in some of the 

most disadvantaged areas of the world. We 

hope to be able to share these stories with 

you all during 2020.

Although the purpose was simple, some 

of what we saw had a profound effect on 

me, greater than I had prepared for. The 

conditions that children have to endure 

in some of the places we visited were 

both deeply upsetting and disturbing. 

To picture my own child in such a place 

was unimaginable. The reality is they are 

someone’s child.

In contrast I was able to witness the 

real differences in these children’s lives 

as a result of fi nancial, emotional and 

spiritual investment. Real children in unreal 

situations now with real HOPE.

We spent time with our Partners discussing 

updates to our child protection policies 

and about additional training which will 

be taking place early next year.  In addition 

to performing wellness checks, we visited 

boarding facilities. Here we checked how 

the children were living, everything from 

where they slept; to the amount of light 

they had for studying; to the food they ate; 

to how secure their environments were 

from non staff members.

There was so much packed into the 

two week trip but the highlight for me 

was meeting with former students and 

interviewing them about how their lives 

have changed as a result of the support 

they have received. It was inspiring to 

hear how now as adults they are paying it 

forward in the communities they grew up 

in.

I feel excited about the future opportunities 

and initiatives we will be working on in 

2020. All possible with your continued 

support.

In November last year, I had the 
privilege of joining our CEO, Paul 
Esau and our PR, Marketing and 
Fundraising Manager, Sue Bourke on 
a very special trip to Nepal and India.

 TRIP REPORT 
 with Ineka Martin 
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For the past 18 months we have been working 
with the community surrounding one of our 
Seventh-day Adventist schools and the parents 
of those children attending the school in remote 
India. The purpose has been three-fold, by creating 

sustainability options for parents it provides school 

children with a better home life and conditions whilst 

also creating the ability for parents to pay otherwise 

unpaid school fees to assist with the school’s fi nancial 

future. Aside from that, many of our Seventh-day 

Adventist schools are geographically based within non-

Christian regions and if the community perceives that 

they are benefi ting from a healthy and happy school 

then it provides a supportive and safe environment for 

the children through any potential religious uncertainty.

Most importantly, 

the local government 

has recognised the 

improvements made 

and as a result have 

installed new drainage 

and cemented the 

roads. While we visited, 

there was a local 

government worker 

interviewing women for 

job opportunities with 

their government body; 

another acknowledgment 

of how the work we do 

on your behalf makes a 

lasting difference.

We visited our Hearing and Speech Impaired School near 
Bangalore and had the pleasure of not just meeting the 
children and teachers but also some parents as well.

The day started with the launch of their Pathfi nders’ sports 

day and much fun was had by all, especially when Ineka and 

Paul joined in on opposite sides during the volleyball game. 

Their Pathfi nders march was something to behold as they use 

the drums on the ground so the children can feel the beat 

through their feet. It was inspiring to say the least and we 

have some amazing video that we will share with you in the 

weeks and months ahead.

Their fl oors may be made 

of dirt but it is obvious 

to see the improvements 

in this little village. The 

gardens are well manicured, 

plants and fl owers are 

everywhere. The goat bank is 

going well with obvious growth 

in villagers' herds. Sewing machines 

are humming through the village and 

the tailoring courses have not just created 

opportunities for women but also it is evident that 

the children’s school clothes are well made. 

 Gardens, goats and 
 sewing machines 

   INDIA 
 Our Silent Warriors Roar 

with Sue Bourke

 COMMUNITIES 
 with village schools 

Pilot Program 

 Lasting 
 impressions 

What started with a small mural on a wall to cheer 

up the children has now morphed into something 

quite beautiful. Colour and vibrance is everywhere 

and refl ected in the children’s smiles.

 Splash of paint 



4  Response by Asian Aid Issue One 2020

S
hiny by name and shiney 

by nature, Shiny has been 

teaching at the Speech 

and Hearing Impaired 

school in South India for 14 years. 

Shiny’s association with Asian Aid 

extends far beyond her teaching 

career, at just eleven years old, she 

began being sponsored through 

Asian Aid. After her last year at 

high school, Shiny volunteered to 

do some work at the Speech and 

Hearing Impaired school while she 

was waiting on her end-of-year 

results, she was so touched by the 

difference the school makes that 

she changed her degree in Special 

Education.

Shiny also met her husband at 

the school when he came to do 

a week of worship, now he is 

the headmaster and they run the 

school together.  The school is 

really a family affair, her brother 

who was also sponsored through 

Asian Aid runs the boys boarding 

arm of the school.  She says, “I 

am thankful for how my sponsor 

though Asian Aid has supported 

me because they changed my 

life and helped make my dreams 

come true. I am so grateful. I 

thank my sponsors for making my 

life so beautiful.”

S
oon after, her father 

remarried and she 

was abused by her 

stepmother, deprived of 

food, love and many times locked 

in the shed. 

 SHINY 

U-TURN

D
espite being a good student, she had to drop 

out of school and move to the next village to 

live with her husband.

Her village, close to where we work in 

Telengana, is home to 45 families who lead a simple life 

working as labourers or cattle herders. At a very young 

age, Sujatha joined the other ladies working long hours 

as a labourer in the hot sun.

Last year she joined our six-month tailoring course and 

quickly showed a real aptitude in sewing. She worked 

hard and now has quit her labouring job and with your 

support has set up a tailoring shop in her house. Her skill 

and hard work has really paid off and she not just gets 

orders from her village but neighbouring villages as well. 

Now she earns a stable income and is able to provide 

for her two children. With her business fl ourishing 

she believes that her dream of sending her children to 

college will now become a reality.

Sujatha Dasri, 28, was married off when she was 
just 13. Her father, an alcoholic and her mother, 
a cotton laborer believed an early marriage 
would mean one less burden for the family. 

Shiny by name and shiney by nature, Shiny 
has been teaching at the Speech and Hearing 
Impaired school in South India for 14 years. 

Esther’s life took a 
cruel turn when her 
mother was killed 
during a domestic 
violence attack.

Esther’s life was fadinging 

into poverty and oppression, 

however, Esther's cousin saw 

her plight and brought her to 

Ms. Rama at Zenith Academy. 

After discussions with the 

authorities and family; Esther 

joined the school’s nursery class 

as a full time boarder at just 

fi ve years old. Through your 

support she fi nished school and 

went on to fi nish her Bachelor’s 

degree in teaching. She has 

been working as a teacher in 

Zenith for eight years.

She says, “I love teaching here, 

and Zenith has given me a 

good platform. The school has 

made me what I am today.”

Mention her sponsor and her 

face lights up. “It is one of my 

dreams to speak to my sponsor. 

I cannot give them anything, 

except my thanks. I will tell him 

or her, that because of them I 

have come up in life.” 

Because of you, she did!

GIRLS 
CAN!

 SUJATHA 
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F
rom a violent household, 

she was sponsored through 

Asian Aid and her sponsor 

supported her throughout 

school and then onto University 

where she studied and achieved a 

degree in Biochemistry. Now she 

has returned to Sunshine School 

but this time to do something 

special, teach. She has blossomed 

into an inspirational young teacher, 

a respected role model and loved 

by all her students. She is a science 

teacher at Sunshine School for 

classes 4 and 6.  She loves giving 

back to the School that became her 

family and is keenly aware of the 

opportunities she has received to 

pursue her dreams and stand on her 

own two feet today. She has asked 

us to thank her sponsor.

S
he wants to be a national 

soccer player and represent 

Nepal in the Olympics. It’s 

not just an empty dream, 

Regina has real talent being picked to 

represent Nepal in her age group to 

play Malaysia recently. Although she 

understands the obstacles a young girl 

can face getting into a professional 

sport in a country like Nepal, she says 

it is something to aim for. She says 

with all the confi dence of a star in the 

making – “If I get a chance I will do my 

best.”

Because of you, they can!

We met with Asha and Regina and the rest of the 
graduating class at Zenith to interview them and ask 
about their hopes and dreams now they are finishing 
their time at secondary school. 

 CEO  STAR 
 in the making 

 Soccer 

 MAGGIE 
At just six years old, Maggie Margarite 
came to Sunshine Home

Regina is also seventeen 
but her dreams are very 
different. 

A
s the only two girls in the 

classroom, we started with the 

boys fi rst - they were confi dent 

and a little showy, sometimes 

being a little silly, saying what any teenage 

boy would say.

Seventeen year old Asha, waited patiently, 

I suspect with only two girls in the class 

that happens a lot. "What are your dreams 

Asha?" I asked.. “I want to be a CEO and 

own my own business before 30," she said. 

You could see the determination in her eyes, 

many of the boys did too, and decided that 

they could work for her as well. “What 

type of business do you want to run?, I 

asked. “One that will help people, especially 

children like me, a charity like Asian Aid”, she 

responded.

 I suspect we will be seeing more of Asha in 

the future, maybe even as our CEO! Asha 

has been sponsored through Asian Aid since 

she was eleven years old and because of that 

she has will help change the lives of young 

women in her community.
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O
ver the past 12 months they signed up to Containers 

for Change with the idea of raising funds for a 

worthy project. Five projects were offered for the 

children, taught by Arnold Aumatangi, Alofa Pule 

and Julie Donlan, to choose to support.

After prayer, the children chose to support 
the two Adventist school projects in 
Bangladesh, one of which is our water 
program.   

“Thank you God that we can help provide physical water so 

that these children and their communities can come to the 

‘Living Water’,” they said.

I’m currently 15 years old. I’m a very active person and really love 

surfi ng, running, snow skiing and skate-boarding. I don’t currently 

have a part time job but I decided that this year I wanted to save 

my Christmas money and birthday money and give it to someone 

who has less than I do. I have been very blessed with so much and 

I really didn’t need anything for Christmas but was happier to give 

it to someone who was less fortunate than myself. It felt good to 

be able to give a small gift to someone else. If you are keen to help 

someone else fi nancially I suggest putting some money away each 

time you earn some money or are given money as a gift. By the end 

of the year you fi nd your money has added up quickly.

 helps friends in Bangladesh 

We want to thank the students from Inala 
primary Sabbath School Class who donated 
$100 to our water project in Bangladesh. 

PRIMARY
SCHOOL 

My name is Shakora, I live just outside 
of a small country town on the Mid 
North Coast of NSW. 

 Our local 

HEROES

We are saddened to learn of the passing of Pr. Isaac Kumar. Pr. Kumar and his wife 

Mercy were the fi rst directors of Helping Hand Welfare Society, Asian Aid’s fi rst partner 

organisation in India. They co-ordinated the sponsorship of thousands of students and 

played a major role in establishing both the Deaf and the Blind Schools. We offer our 

heart-felt sympathy to his family and will always remember his ministry and service.

 in memory of 

 pr. isaac kumar 
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 NEPAL 

WOMEN, GIRLS AND CHILD RIGHTS Ensure 

girls and women are empowered through 

education to live healthy, dignifi ed lives, 

know their reproductive rights, end menstrual 

discrimination, child marriage and human 

traffi cking. 

WOMEN’S HEALTH CLINICS Some women 

do not have access to medical care where 

they live. We work with our in-country Partner 

and the Adventist hospital in Nepal to send 

medical clinics to remote areas for women's 

health issues. This includes cervical cancer 

screening and prolapse surgery as well as 

follow up hospital visits.

I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT (Please write project name below)

____________________________________________________________

❍ A regular donation of _________ a month 

❍ A one-off  donation of _________

❍ A one-off  donation of _________ to #SheCan

I WILL GIVE MY DONATION BY
1. CHEQUE (Make payable to Asian Aid Organisation and post with this form)

2. FUNDS TRANSFER call us on (+61) 02 6586 4250 for banking details
3. CREDIT CARD

Name on Card_____________________________________________________

                     

Expiry_______ /________/CSV________Amount $_______________________

YOUR DETAILS

Name_____________________________

DOB____ /____ /____

Address___________________________

________________Post Code_________

Email______________________________

Phone_______________________________

ID_____________________________________

 POST TO PO BOX 333 Wauchope,
          NSW 2446, Australia
             All donations above $2 are tax-deductibleSignature______________________________________Date____ /____ /____

If you do not wish to receive updates or promotional materials from Asian Aid please tick this box. This excludes our quarterly 

newsletters. Promotional materials will be sent by email unless otherwise requested. 

(if already a supporter)

 INDIA 

EMPOWER AND PROTECT CHILDREN 
Improves child well-being through promoting 

school completion, vocational training and 

protection from exploitation. Parents attend 

fi nancial literacy programs and self-help 

groups, while vocational training is provided.

SPEECH AND HEARING IMPAIRED 
SCHOOL In 2020 we are launching a new 

program that will provide further assistance 

to students to transition towards meaningful 

and independent living as adults. This may 

include early intervention, speech therapy, 

additional teaching support to get into tertiary 

education, bilingual signing and independent 

life skills.

EMPOWERING WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
Involving women and children in decision-

making and supporting independence in 

their community. Women are provided with 

vocational and social enterprise training, 

parents receive fi nancial literacy training and 

children attend after school tutoring.

CHILDREN IN A CHENNAI SLUM This is 

one of India’s largest slum resettlements 

and crime levels are high. We work with 

children to ensure they are provided with the 

opportunity to escape a life of drug taking, 

unemployment and crime.

COMMUNITIES WITH ADVENTIST 

SCHOOLS Increase the quality of life for 

children that attend our village schools by 

improving their families and community 

circumstances. Due to the success of our pilot 

program at one school we seek to extend this 

support to additional village schools

 BANGLADESH 

WATER AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Creating a long-term and sustainable water 

and food source for one of our Adventist 

School, while also creating an irrigation 

system for crops for the surrounding farm 

community. 

VILLAGES WITH ADVENTIST SCHOOLS  

Improves education opportunities for children 

and their parents across our village schools by 

providing educational resources, establishing 

child clubs, raising child rights awareness, and 

providing families with livelihood training.

 SUPPORT OUR 

PROJECTS
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I WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR (child’s name)________________________

❍ Sponsorship at $49 a month

❍ Sponsorship Plus* at $55 a month

*Plus helps us run additional child-focused activities in vulnerable communities

I WILL GIVE MY DONATION BY
1. CHEQUE (Make payable to Asian Aid Organisation and post with this form)

2. FUNDS TRANSFER call us on (+61) 02 6586 4250 for banking details
3. CREDIT CARD

Name on Card_____________________________________________________

         

Expiry_______ /________/CSV________

Amount $__________________________

(if already a supporter)

For more information, visit www.asianaid.org.au
call (+61) 02 6586 4250 or email contact@asianaid.org.au

YOUR DETAILS

Name_____________________________

DOB____ /____ /____

Address___________________________

__________________________________

Email______________________________

Phone_______________________________

ID_____________________________________

 POST TO
          PO BOX 333
          Wauchope,
          NSW 2446, AustraliaSignature_____________________________________Date____ /____ /____

If you do not wish to receive updates or promotional materials from Asian Aid please tick this box. This excludes our quarterly newsletters.

Promotional materials will be sent by email unless otherwise requested.

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY

 R AT H N A  K U M A R I ,  1 3 

 A R C H A N A ,  7 

 S A N D H YA ,  1 2 

 J E E VA N ,  1 2  S A N G E E T H A ,  1 3 

 KO T E E S H WA R Y,  1 2  

 S AT H I S H ,  1 0 

 M A N A S A ,  1 1 

 S H YA M A L A ,  1 1 

 M A R I A M M A ,  1 2 

 S U S H M A ,  1 3 

 PA R I M A L A ,  1 2 

All donations above $2 are tax-deductible


