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MESSAGE
FROM THE BOARD CHAIRMAN AND CEO
W

hen the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000 determined the achievement of the eight
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015, the decision was met with excitement, but also
with a degree of apprehension.
The MDGs were ambitious: eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; achieve universal primary education;
promote gender equality and empower women; reduce child mortality; improve maternal health;
combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; ensure environmental sustainability; and achieve global
partnership for development.
But the global community has made much progress in achieving these goals and in breaking the cycle of
poverty for many of the world’s poorest people.
Thank you for helping Asian Aid make a positive difference in some of the key areas highlighted as
important in the global agenda for development, such as: education, health, advocacy for vulnerable
people and empowerment of disadvantaged communities.
This year’s annual report provides a snapshot of the impact the generosity of our supporters has on
addressing such issues. As we contemplate the work of Asian Aid from this perspective, we are humbled
by the way God has partnered with us, and through you, in achieving the following and more:
88 Full membership to the Australian Council for International Development (ACFID).
This is a significant step for our agency as it represents our commitment to: sustainable, fair and
equitable solutions that address the root causes of poverty and disadvantage; to operating with
accountability, transparency, integrity and honesty; to forging creative and trusting relationships
with the communities for which we work; and to engaging in active learning, innovating and
continuously improving our aid and development work.
88 An agency-wide strategic plan that will direct our activities until 2017 and beyond. The
strategic plan provides a clear framework for the program, sponsorship and support services with
the view of increasing our accountability in delivering relevant and beneficial programs for the
people and communities we seek to assist, and in meeting our supporters’ expectations.
88 An increased and intentional emphasis on being a child-focused organisation. We have
always believed that our sponsor children and young people should grow, learn and play in a safe
and nurturing environment, and they should receive adequate care and protection from any form
of exploitation, neglect or abuse. But being a child-focused organisation is a journey that continues
to inspire us towards a holistic approach to sponsorship and other child and/or young personrelated activities. Renewed commitment to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC) has led us to adopt four key outcome areas that safeguard the rights of the children
and young people in our program:

Survival
The right to nutritious food and clean
water, appropriate clothing, access to
adequate shelter, security, sanitation and
health care is essential for a child’s holistic
development. We provide for the basic
rights of children so that they grow into
contributing members of families and
communities.
Development
We provide access to education pathways
and involvement in a range of cultural
and recreational activities so children and
young people can reach their God-given
potential by acknowledging children’s
unique personalities, talents and abilities.
Participation
We collaborate with partners and
communities to consider children’s
thoughts, opinions and needs when
planning our program(s) and activities so
that we engage in shared learning with the
children and young people we support.
Protection
We resource our partners to safeguard
children’s rights through training and
education activities, and we empower
children and young people to safeguard
their own rights, and the rights of others,
through awareness activities.

This renewed child-focused approach to our overall
program is exciting. It is about education that
empowers and advocates.
88 The implementation of several projects
across Bangladesh, Thailand, Indonesia,
Nepal and India that have positively
impacted the lives of some of the most
vulnerable people and communities.
In Bangladesh this year, we successfully
supported the completion of the Kellogg
Mookerjee Memorial School Development
Project and the Maisie Fook Memorial
School Renovation Project. The Maisie Fook
Memorial School Renovation Project has
helped improve school infrastructure to
provide additional teaching capacity, and
to offer relevant services to families in the
surrounding communities. The Kellogg
Mookerjee Memorial School Development
Project has helped progress the school
towards a more self-reliant model of
operation, while providing clean and
consistent water supply for the school and
surrounding community.
In Thailand this year, the Phuket Mission
Hospital, our partner, has focused on
recognising and meeting the needs of
underprivileged communities in Phuket. As
a result of the Community Health in Phuket
Project, over 1800 impoverished community
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members – including sea gypsy communities,
children with disabilities, Burmese refugees,
and disadvantaged youth – have received free
quality health and medical care.
In Indonesia this year, the HELP Project
included a wider range of community
activities with a focus on health and education.
Key activities such as, the English Literacy
program, Health Education program, Baduy
Tribal Development program, and the Rubbish
Dump project, have empowered and restored
the dignity of disadvantaged individuals and
communities.
In Nepal this year, the Women’s Health
Project received a boost in funding following
the Christmas-time campaign that raised
awareness about uterine prolapse. Hundreds
of people responded to this campaign by
gifting – $89,900 – health to Nepali women
who have suffered pain, shame and isolation.
Gift options included providing food for
a woman after corrective surgery, paying
the daily wage of a doctor in rural Nepal,
providing a free medical screening clinic for a
rural community and funding the annual wage
of a village health representative. The boost
in funding saw the Women’s Health Project
focus on education to prevent Nepali women
from developing uterine prolapse, with the
view of empowering women to effectively
share their stories.
In India this year, our partners have assisted
people and communities that come from
diverse backgrounds and include orphans and
vulnerable children living in rural and urban
environments, impoverished slum dwellers
and girls, women and children at risk of being
trafficked and/or exploited. We rescued 113
women and children from forced labour in
Karnataka and surrounding states, and ensured
the subsequent trial of the traffickers. We
helped 100 disadvantaged young people and
their families in Bangalore gain employment
in Communication and Information
Technology services. And we facilitated,
among other activities, health-focused
training and awareness initiatives, which have
resulted in significant improvements in the

health, hygiene, and sanitation practices of
impoverished people and families across four
urban slum communities.
88 Improved structures and processes for
the Direct Child Sponsorship (DCS)
Program. This year the Sponsorship team
has conducted an in-depth review of Asian
Aid’s Program, focusing on school and child
selection criteria, reporting procedures,
correspondence requirements, the tertiary
program, and improvements in structure and
processes. As part of this review, we carefully
considered the unique needs of our partners to
further strengthen relationships and improve
communication with them, while maintaining
high levels of accountability. The updated DCS
Program manual now reflects these improved
structures and processes.
88 More intentional activities to advocate,
raise awareness and fundraise for the key
issues Asian Aid addresses. We provided
opportunities for our ambassadors and for
high school students to experience first hand
the challenges and opportunities that our
partners face in delivering hope to people in
need. A group of ambassadors visited eight
Asian Aid schools and projects in India and
Nepal. They returned equipped with stories,
photographs and first-hand experiences to
educate others in their own churches and
communities about Asian Aid’s work. Year
12 students from the Blue Hills College and
Kempsey Adventist School spent time serving
Asian Aid sponsored children in Nepal
through a variety of activities and experienced
the value that sponsor children place on their
own education.
We also invited partner staff to visit Australia
and raise awareness about human trafficking,
another key issue we help to address in India
and Nepal. Anita Kanaiya, former director
of Oasis India, our partner, raised awareness
about the issue of human trafficking and
helped promote the Fighting Human
Trafficking Project and Youth Empowerment
Slums Project during her visit in late 2013.
Anita was able to share about the tragedy
of human trafficking through interviews at

five radio stations including, Radio Rhema, ABC
Radio and SBS Hindi and Gujarati language
programs; speaking at twelve events; writing
in five different printed publications and
advocating through social media. Anita’s visit
resulted in raised awareness about this issue, in
increased funding for the two projects, and in the
engagement of 47 new donors with Asian Aid.
In line with our commitment to advocate for
vulnerable people and to empower disadvantaged
communities, we encouraged supporters through
the Red Ribbon Appeal – our 2012 to 2013 end of
financial year campaign – to ‘adopt’ a project or
issue and support it in a sustainable way through
regular donations. The Red Ribbon Appeal helped
supporters gain a better understanding of the
fundamental issues that our projects address,
raised $903,000 in support of these projects,
resulted in a 10 per cent increase in the number
of regular project donors and highlighted human
trafficking as an issue that resonates with many
Asian Aid supporters. The Fighting Human
Trafficking Project was the recipient of the most
donations during this Appeal.

88 The launch of the new Asian Aid website,
including the ‘My Asian Aid’ portal. The
website is a key avenue we now use to bring
hope to communities and bring awareness
of the issues we address in Asia. During the
financial year under review, we redeveloped
the website to increase engagement with
supporters and to improve the quality and
quantity of communication between the field,
Asian Aid and our supporters. Some key
elements of the new website include: News,
Project and Sponsorship sections; the ‘My
Asian Aid’ portal, where registered supporters
can manage their Asian Aid transactions,
download end-of-year tax statements, update
their contact details and choose how to
communicate with their sponsored child/
children; and policies and other agencyrelated information.
88 The implementation of new accounting
software to provide better reporting
functionality, to ensure better support and
management of financial decisions by the
Board, and to facilitate a higher level of
internal control.

Asian Aid’s mission continues to secure justice for
the poor and to uphold the cause of the needy.

It has been an exciting and humbling experience to see Asian Aid’s intentional commitment to help address
the ambitious goals of a global development agenda, to see the profound impact that such service has on
thousands of vulnerable people and communities, and to witness the inspirational generosity of thousands of
other people who make it all possible.
And so, we end a financial year and start another remembering the reason for Asian Aid’s mission. “I know
that the LORD secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the needy.” (Psalm 140:12)
Thank you for partnering with us in giving hope.

Stephen Baxter
				Richard Greenwell
Chairman, Asian Aid Organisation Ltd		
CEO, Asian Aid Organisation Ltd
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ASIAN AID

Mission & Values

Our Vision Statement
Asian Aid gives hope by fostering permanent positive change
in the lives of disadvantaged children and their communities.

SINCE 1966, ASIAN AID HAS BELIEVED IN THE LIFE-CHANGING POWER OF HOPE.

ASIAN AID is dedicated to empowering disadvantaged communities
through quality EDUCATION, ADVOCACY and HEALTH CARE.

Our Values
At Asian Aid, we:
88 Believe in Jesus: in His love for others, in His compassion
for the poor and in His example of giving.

HOPE

88 Believe in people: helping all who need it regardless
of their religion, ethnicity, culture or gender and
empowering the poor.
88 Believe in the rights of the most vulnerable, such as
children and women.
88 Believe in good stewardship: being transparent,
accountable, honest and cost-effective in all our dealings.
88 Believe in accountability and professionalism: being
responsible to God, to the people we help, to our donors,
to the Australian Government and to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

People achieve
better quality of
life for themselves
and their
communities.

People rise above
their circumstances
with optimism, and
transform the lives
of the very poor.

88 Believe in service: opposing poverty and social injustice,
condemning all that impoverishes children and denies
their potential, and committing to sharing resources with
the poor.
People play a
significant role
in breaking the
cycle of poverty.

Our focus on transforming the lives of disadvantaged children and young adults, Nepali women
suffering from uterine prolapse, slum communities, trafficked girls and women, and the sick happens
in collaboration with donors, implementing partners, governments and churches.

88 Believe in the potential of the Seventh-day Adventist
education system: working with the church, as an
independent and supporting ministry, in helping deliver
quality education.
Asian Aid is a registered charity and a member to the Australian Council for
International Development (ACFID) Code of Conduct. It is also a supporting ministry
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

9

ASIAN AID 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

LEGACY GIVERS
Legacy is a meaningful word. Your engagement with Asian Aid over the past
48 years has left a lasting legacy of hope in Asia. As you have shared what you
have learned with the disadvantaged people and communities Asian Aid serves,
and what you have learned about the plight of the poor with your friends and
family, you have made meaningful and lasting contributions to the issue of poverty.
This is an important and inspirational legacy in support of change.
Legacy Givers are people who make a difference in the lives of others.
Legacy Givers are people whose lives positively impact their neighbourhood,
their communities and the society at large.
In this report, we pay tribute to just a few of our many Legacy Givers; people who
have contributed to Asian Aid’s mission in a significant way over the years.
We wish we had the ‘space’ to tell the stories of everyone who has partnered with us
in service to ‘the least of these’. But we hope the few stories included in this report
will help inspire you to continue leaving a legacy of positive change.

Generational Giving

Because God says so

EMILDA LANKA, former sponsor child
and current supporter

JUNE LONG, Asian Aid family member,
sponsor and project supporter

Emilda Lanka, a nurse in Sydney Australia, was
first sponsored by Asian Aid in 1990 and knows
first hand the power of education to break the
cycle of poverty. “Education plays a big role in
helping people escape poverty. I share my story
with my colleagues and patients where I work and
encourage them to come forward for sponsorship,”
she says.

June Long has been a Legacy Giver for a long time.
Her support for Asian Aid began naturally, when
her sister Maisie Fook first established the agency
in 1966. “My parents were always helping people –
so we’ve just inherited it. And I’m so grateful for all
of God’s blessings,” says June, whose late husband,
Norman, served Asian Aid for almost 40 years as
Board Chairman.

Emilda sponsors a child herself now whom she
has had the opportunity to meet. “I have such
happiness and peace in my heart that God has used
me in turn to make a difference in someone’s life
and future,” says Emilda. “I also enjoy reading the
letters that I receive from my ‘child’.”

June, who has a weekly fundraising goal of
$70, continues to encourage her local church
community to support various Asian Aid projects.
“Someone made me a Perspex tower, to put 50 cent
coins in, but sometimes it gets filled with other coins
and notes too.”

Emilda says she shares her own Asian Aid story
with anyone who will listen. “It is a real blessing
to have been a sponsored child and then to be a
sponsor,” says Emilda who met her sponsor for the
first time in 2008 at Asian Aid’s 40th anniversary
celebration.

Whether it be to advocate on behalf of
disadvantaged people groups, or to fundraise
in support of education, health or anti-human
trafficking projects, June’s motivation is the same:
“God says we have to help the poor and the needy.”
And that is just what June does.

“Thank you so much for the work you all are doing,
and a big thank you to Aunty Helen Eager, whose
influence I will never forget.”

Thank you June for inspiring us by your untiring
dedication to helping those in need.

11

ASIAN AID 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

HEALTH IN THAILAND
PROJECT: Community Health in Phuket
PARTNERS: Phuket Mission Hospital/
Christian Adventist Foundation
FUNDS RAISED: $7,634.51
NUMBER OF PEOPLE THIS PROJECT
HELPS: 1,800 people

Issue Overview
Without Thai ID Cards or citizenship, members
of sea gypsy communities have minimal or no
access to government health care services, and
are vulnerable to the impact of bad weather due
to the close proximity of their homes to the sea.
Such communities suffer from a variety of health
and hygiene-related problems.

Asian Aid addresses health
problems in Thailand
In partnership with the Adventist Christian
Foundation and Phuket Mission Hospital, we have
helped provide access to health education and
services to over 1,800 people in underprivileged
communities. With the provision of latrines and
improved medical care and facilities, community
members can minimise their risk of developing
health and hygiene problems, and learn how to
prevent certain diseases and lifestyle problems.

little water can result in kidney and liver disease, and
lack of sanitation and hygiene practices often causes
the spread of diseases. Smoking is also said to be an
ingrained part of the culture with 78 per cent of an
estimated 57 million Indonesian smokers starting to
smoke before the age of 19.

Asian Aid addresses health problems
in Indonesia
The HELP Project provides opportunities for children
and young people to have a better life through
health, education and community-based programs.
Environmental health is also an important part of
the project, and the project continues to promote
environmental cleanliness by teaching communities
and schools about positive health choices.
This year our partner has:
88 Developed and successfully run ‘Quit Smoking’
programs in the Praya Health Department in
Lombok, with some 87.5% of the participants
quitting the habit, and requests for more
programs to be run in other areas, and
88 Produced and distributed a health book for
young people in Bahasa to educate them about
the dangers of smoking and alcohol, diseases and
lifestyle problems.

HEALTH IN INDONESIA

Issue Overview
In Bangalore – the IT capital of India – increased
migration to the city has led to significant health
and housing issues. With over 16 per cent of
people in Bangalore living in some of the 600
slums around the city, many people lack access to
affordable health care services, and are vulnerable
to health and hygiene-related problems. Due to
families living in close proximity to each other,
preventable diseases often spread fast. Each day,
thousands of children in urban slums, die due to
preventable diseases.

Asian Aid addresses health
problems in India
The Community Health Outreach Project,
based in Bangalore, provides improved and
affordable health care and prevention-focused
education services to the poor in three urban
slum communities and disadvantaged children in
four schools. Raising awareness about hygiene
standards and proper nutrition is helping improve
the overall health and life expectancy for people
living in these slum communities.
This year our partner has:
88 Provided the sick with medical screening,
occupational therapy assistance, and referral
to heavily-subsidised specialist services,
88 Run workshops on maternal and child health,
88 Run free monthly dental and eye clinics, and
88 Run yearly health camps at schools.

PARTNER: Advent Indonesia Initiatives [AII]
FUNDS RAISED: $39,222

Issue Overview
Indonesia is a vast archipelago of tropical climate,
sufficient rainfall, and increasing economic
progress. Despite all this, the lack of access to
health care, clean water, and knowledge about
healthy living has left many Indonesians in
poverty and in poor health. In many parts of
Indonesia, water supplies are contaminated so
typhoid is common, the practice of drinking very

This Indonesian girl’s community and classmates are learning
valuable health principles and practices as part of the HELP Project.

PROJECT: Community Health Outreach
PARTNER: Seventh-day Adventist Medical
Centre
NUMBER OF PEOPLE THIS PROJECT
HELPS: 1,500 patients

Averil and Phil Groom, from Nerang,
Queensland, began sponsoring Asian Aid
children some 30 years ago when they lived
in New Zealand. “We first heard about Asian
Aid when Helen Eager spoke at a camp meeting
in Auckland,” says Averil. “It was here that
we, and 15 other families, became Asian Aid
sponsors.” Collecting stamps, donating goods,
writing to their sponsored children, and
helping promote Asian Aid at Brentwood
Adventist church are just some of the ways in
which the Grooms have supported Asian Aid.

When their sponsored Indian daughter
graduated from high school recently, the
Grooms did not hesitate to support her
through Nursing School. “We will continue
the sponsorship at the tertiary rate to enable
her to train as a nurse,” says Averil, who is a
registered nurse herself. “It is wonderful that
my much-loved work will live on in this way!”

HEALTH IN INDIA

FUNDS RAISED: $2,950

AVERIL AND PHIL GROOM, sponsors

“Since coming to Australia, Asian Aid has
remained a much talked-about topic in our
home and with our friends,” says Averil. “We
have also enjoyed being able to correspond with
the children, see their photos year by year, and
pray for them.”

PROJECT: Health and Education Lifestyle
Project (HELP)

NUMBER OF PEOPLE THIS PROJECT
HELPS: 675 students and families

Hope Through Education

A medical consultant from the Community Health
Outreach Project in India helps provide much needed
medical services to the participants of a free health clinic
in Bangalore.
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Issue Overview
Empowering rural Bangladeshi communities
through education is critical in helping to reduce
illiteracy, and in releasing marginalised children
from the chains of tradition, prejudice, and
poverty.
According to the World Bank, nearly 1.5 million
primary school-aged Bangladeshi children are
currently not in school. Many children have
missed out schooling at the ‘right age’, or have
been forced to drop out due to needing to work
to contribute to family income, or parents not
being able to pay for school uniforms, books, or
transport, if there is no school nearby. Without
education, the chances of finding self-sustaining
jobs that could lift them and their families out of
poverty are drastically reduced.

Asian Aid addresses education
issues in Bangladesh
The Maisie Fook Memorial School Renovation
Project has played an important role in providing
improved education facilities to meet the needs
of a growing rural school. The Maisie Fook
Memorial School is a legacy to Asian Aid’s
founder and provides education for children in
the surrounding community. Without the school,
children would have to walk long distances to
gain an education, and their parents would not
have the opportunity to learn basic English and
literacy skills alongside their children.
The project facilitated the building of a new
classroom, the raising of the playground to
prevent flooding during the monsoon season
and painting of the school, thus improving
the overall environment for the teachers and
students. Enrolments have also increased from
48 to 55 students, and the school continues to be
an effective ‘change agent’ in the surrounding
community.

PARTNER STORIES
3 Angels Nepal | Suman and Shurmila

Blessings in Return

JEFF AND JOY GUY, sponsors and
project supporters
Jeff and Joy Guy’s Asian Aid story began
after hearing an Asian Aid representative
speak at their local church. While they had
heard of Asian Aid before, on this occasion,
their hearts were particularly moved.
“Believing that education is vital to the further
development of one’s social, financial and career
opportunities, the decision to engage in child
sponsorship was only natural,” says Joy.
Now, some ten years later, the Guys sponsor
five children because they have experienced
the life-changing power of education.
“Our eldest ‘child’ is studying a Bachelor of
Commerce degree at College,” says Joy. “We feel
proud to have been a part of his journey, and
have helped provide him with opportunities for
success in his future.”
The Guys also support Asian Aid projects that
assist in providing basic needs and services to
disadvantaged people. Their hope is to inspire
others to give too. “Sharing the blessings we
have been given has led to so many blessings in
return,” they say.

Suman, a secondary teacher at the 3 Angels International Mission School,
and Shurmila, who works in accounting, have been involved with 3 Angels
Nepal (3AN) for nearly four years. Suman and Shurmila found they had
a lot in common, including a passion for helping disadvantaged Nepali
children, and decided to marry. Little did they know that within four years
their family would grow to include a vibrant home full of orphaned and
single-parent children. They feel fortunate to have the opportunity to serve
as house parents in such a tangible and on-going way. “We are happy to
have these children in our lives. We have learnt that fulfilling basic needs is
not enough, so we enjoy focusing on the holistic development of the child.”

Oasis India |Becky Swamickan
Becky’s involvement in the humanitarian sector began when she assisted
in the emergency response of the 2004 Christmas tsunami. Since then,
Becky has been hooked on helping people. For the past nine years, Becky
has worked for Oasis India and has had many memorable experiences.
“One of my greatest moments was running a survey for 1,200 street children
about what their real needs were,” said Becky. “What I do at Oasis India gives
me the most motivation and satisfaction I’ve had.” Becky finds it rewarding
working with and helping disadvantaged communities where there is no
governmental interaction or assistance, low parental literacy rates, and
high unemployment.

Community Service Academy of Nepal
| Angela Basnet
Angela has been attending rural health camps to provide care to remote
villages in Nepal for the past 10 years and since she started her studies in
medicine. Since working for Community Service Academy of Nepal for the
past three years as their doctoral medical consultant for rural initiatives,
Angela has had many rewarding experiences, and attributes the success
of their rural health program to the willingness to learn from the local
communities. “One of the key lessons I have learnt in providing hope for
communities is that the Nepali women are not weak and fragile as they are
often portrayed,” says Angela. “It is amazing to watch how these women
support and strengthen each other.”
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cheap labour, have also played a large role in the
worsening of this problem. The most prevalent
sectors employing victims of trafficking are
commercial sex work, bonded and child labour,
domestic work, begging, and entertainment.

MORE PARTNER STORIEs

Asian Aid addresses advocacy
problems in India

Sri Lanka / Lakpahana Adventist College and
Seminary|Aranka Bajic

Oasis India’s Fighting Human Trafficking Project
works with local authorities in the rescue,
prevention and protection of trafficked and
exploited women and children who are caught
in the binds of slavery, whilst addressing matters
relating to the prosecution of the traffickers.
Understanding the struggles victims face in
reintegrating into their hometowns once their
communities are aware of their exploitation, Oasis
India assists trafficked victims by providing aftercare counselling services and livelihood training
so that exploited people can become positive
contributors to society.
Oasis India is looking to expand its involvement
in intervention and after-care provision, and to
pilot innovative, prevention strategies to educate
at-risk communities and school students about
how to protect themselves against the risks of
trafficking.

This year our partner has:
88 Provided prevention awareness training to
1,060 at-risk community members,
88 Facilitated the effective raid and rescue of 113
women and children, and
88 Rehabilitated, reintegrated, and repatriated
171 affected women and children into their
rightful communities.

After being forced to beg by her stepbrother in Bangalore city, Anitha (name changed) was rescued by Oasis
India. Anitha has since enrolled into a supportive school
environment, and wants to become a policewoman in
Bangalore to help other run-away or begging children. “I
now have a roof over my head, a place to study and food to
eat,” says Anitha.

SERVICE AT HOME

DELMAE AND DAVID HEISE, sponsors
and Managers of the Asian Aid Op Shop in
Cooranbong
Delmae’s desire to serve others began many
years ago when she heard stories of missionaries
serving overseas. Although Delmae has never
served overseas, she has found fulfillment in
serving in a more local mission-field. The Asian
Aid supported Op Shop has run for more than 20
years and involved many volunteers including
the previous manager Meryl Rickett.
Today the Heises – and the dedicated team of
volunteers, customers and donors – believe that
their time, purchases and donations are making
a real difference to disadvantaged children and
orphans. The funds raised each Sunday at the Op
Shop support children at Sunshine Orphanage
in India by providing access to much needed
education, health, spiritual and moral support.

Aranka, who is of Hungarian descent, moved with her husband to
Sri Lanka after working in the Middle East for many years. Having
travelled through over 50 countries, they are content in living and working
in Sri Lanka at the Lakpahana Seventh-day Adventist School. “It’s a
beautiful country with a rich heritage boasting of its people’s resilience,” says
Aranka.
Aranka works as the Asian Aid sponsorship coordinator for Sri Lanka,
and enjoys being a ‘bridge’ between Asian Aid sponsors and the children.
Many children come from impoverished or remote communities, and
Aranka gets satisfaction from knowing the education the children receive
will help them break the cycle of poverty.

Helping Hand Welfare Society | Vandana Sharma
Vandana’s passion for service began when she was 23-years-old and
volunteered at a school for children with acute learning disabilities. After
studying teaching, her passion to learn more about the holistic aspect of
education took her to Nigeria. Since joining the staff at Helping Hand
Welfare Society in India, Vandana has taken on the satisfying role of caring
for Child Welfare and Development. “Knowing that sponsorship may be the
only opportunity for some children to have hope is the greatest motivation to
keep doing this work,” says Vandana.

Understanding that poverty in India often
results in children being undervalued, the Heises
enjoy sharing about the children of Sunshine
Orphanage to whoever will listen. “God places
infinite value on each one of His creations,” says
David. “And we are continually awed by the
blessing God pours out on us to help those in
need.”

Bangladesh Children’s Sponsorship Services
|Gilbert Paik

Over the past four years, the Op Shop has raised
over $330,000, and sometimes raises $10,000 a
month. “Each Sunday evening, as we tally the
takings, we feel wonderfully warmed by God’s
blessing,” says David.

Previously working as a boys’ dean at a boarding school, Gilbert now
enjoys his job as a field officer, where frequent visits to remote tribes often
take him to schools in the mountainous areas of Bangladesh. “I love learning the different languages and dialects from the children at the different
schools,” says Gilbert. “That is my favourite part of the job. They teach me
so much!”

Thank you David, Delmae, and your wonderful
team of Legacy Givers for your constant
support.

Gilbert is one of the newest employees at Bangladesh Children’s
Sponsorship Services, and has been working as a field officer since early
2013. Gilbert – an ex-sponsor child – developed his passion for empowering
children from being on the ‘receiving’ end of hope.
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Asian Aid gives hope to
disadvantaged communities in Nepal
Our partners, 3 Angles Nepal and COSAN, are
committed to providing safe and loving homes to
orphaned and/or abandoned children, or to children
living in prisons, so they can develop academically,
socially and spiritually, and so they can develop a
real sense of family.
The Children’s Homes help break the cycle of
poverty by equipping disadvantaged children with
an education, valuable life skills, and self-esteem.
Children belong to a new family where they find
love and acceptance and are encouraged to reach
their God-given potential.

This year our partners have:
88 Facilitated child-focused training to Children’s
Home staff and carers, and

communities in Bangalore. Many of these young
people attend local government schools or colleges,
and/or are school dropouts looking for alternative
forms of employment opportunities.
Through a free Drop-In Centre free tailoring
program, livelihood training, career guidance and
job placements, youth are empowered to become
agents of change in their local community. The
project also facilitates football training, including
the provision of nutritious food during/following
practices and the organisation of local and statewide
tournaments for community teams.
Although the project is primarily aimed at youth,
it also benefits women and their families who are
seeking to better their education and practical skillsets to increase their employment prospects.
This year our partners have:

88 Ensured all children receive the same support,
protection and opportunities regardless of
where they live.

88 Seen 80 per cent of the participants in the
tailoring course, gain employment in the
industry after successfully completing the
course

HOPE IN SLUM COMMUNITIES
(INDIA)

88 Assisted 50 per cent of the young people in
the sports program, and their families, gain
employment, and

PROJECT: Youth Empowerment Slum [YES]
PARTNER: Oasis India

88 Run community health training and awareness
initiatives to help address hygiene and
sanitation issues.

FUNDS RAISED: $22,455
NUMBER OF PEOPLE THIS PROJECT
HELPS: Over 100 disadvantaged young people
and their families

Issue Overview
Bangalore is a city booming with information
technology ‘possibilities’, but the two million
people who live in poverty there have no access
to opportunities or to employment. With limited
access to quality education, youth living in urban
slums are often unable to earn enough to support
themselves and their families. While illiteracy,
poverty and poor health can keep thousands of
people from reaching their potential, Asian Aid
believes in the power of youth-friendly programs to
enable communities out of poverty.

Asian Aid gives hope in Indian slum
communities
The YES Project aims to help underprivileged
youth aged between 15 and 25 in low-income

HOPE IN COMMUNITIES IN INDIA
PROJECT: Blind School and the Speech and
Hearing Impaired School
PARTNER: Helping Hands Welfare Society

as other children and that disability should not
negatively impact their ability to achieve their
dreams.

Asian Aid gives hope in Indian
special-needs communities
Through the provision of quality tailored
education (for children with sight, and speech
and hearing impairments) and holistic care, Asian
Aid ensures that all children enjoy equal rights.
Both schools boast strong curriculums, caring
and professional teachers, established vocational
programs, well-constructed buildings and thriving
agricultural programs.
The Speech and Hearing Impaired School, the
only special school in the district, caters for over
100 special-needs children many of whom would
have to otherwise attend a mainstream public
school or not go to school at all.
The School for the Blind currently supports more
than 160 children through specialised educational
programs. Children are supported to learn
braille and utilise learning resources specifically
designed for blind students.
This year our partners have:
88 Provided child-focused training on teaching
methods and the effective use of alternative
learning resources to school staff, and
88 Started the implementation of a three-year
development project at the School for Speech
and Hearing Impaired, to improve current
school programs and services.

FUNDS RAISED: $74,707
NUMBER OF PEOPLE THIS PROJECT
HELPS: Over 260 blind and/or speech and
hearing impaired children

Issue Overview
Many Indian children with disabilities encounter
different forms of discrimination and exclusion. The
reasons behind the causes of speech and hearing
impairment and blindness continue to be poorly
understood in rural communities throughout India,
and as a consequence, deaf and blind children often
experience prejudice, discrimination, and fewer
opportunities in mainstream society. We believe
special-needs children should enjoy the same rights

Oasis India’s tailoring program helps participants gain
employment in the industry. Gayathri - a graduate of
the program - and her two sisters are the only members
in her family who are able to earn a living. “I am very
happy and excited, and looking forward to being in a job, or
working from home,” Gayathri says.

MOVED WITH COMPASSION
KAREN McCALL, sponsor

Karen McCall is passionate about issues
of injustice and advocating for the poor.
“I am particularly concerned about the largescale mistreatment of children and women
in countries such as India,” says Karen, who
previously volunteered in the Asian Aid
office.
Karen and her family sponsor a young boy in
India, and another child as part of a church
group. “Such a small amount of money each
month can make such a big difference for these
children,” says Karen. “After visiting India in
2012, I realised $10 is a huge amount of money
to people there.”
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MORE PARTNER STORIES
Phuket Mission Hospital | Pr Somchai Na Nakhorn
Pr Somchai (pictured) is part of the Phuket Mission Hospital staff, and
manager for the Community Health in Phuket Project. The project has
the invaluable support of the Mission Hospital Phuket CEO Atikom
Sriratanaprapat, as well as the many hospital staff who are passionate
about volunteering their time to serve the health needs of local underprivileged communities.
Pr Somchai believes that giving communities free and trusted access to
quality healthcare services helps make people whole. “When we use our
skills and time to serve others in a practical way, we are allowing God to
use us as channels for giving hope to these disadvantaged communities,”
says Pr Somchai.

HELP Foundation (Adventist
Indonesian Initiatives) | Bruce Kumaat
Bruce Kumaat has been involved in HELP since 2012 as a local
project manager, and is passionate about giving hope to Muslim
communities in ways that are culturally sensitive and appropriate.
He believes that the initiatives and activities provide practical and
relevant opportunities for disadvantaged Indonesians. Seeing children
study hard and achieve wonderful grades, young adults working and
supporting their families because of the HELP education program, and
young minds being educated in building healthy futures, are just some
of the joys and highlights experienced by the HELP team.

Directors’ Report
The Asian Aid Australia board directors present their report to the company for the year ended 31 March
2014. The directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this report,
unless otherwise stated. The names of the directors in office at any time, during or since the end of the
year are listed below.
MEETINGS OF DIRECTORS FOR THE PERIOD 1/4/13 – 31/3/14
During the financial year, eight meetings of directors (including committees of directors) were held.
Attendances by each director during the year are as follows:
Director			

Maximum Possible

Attended

Stephen Baxter

8

8

Eugene D’Costa

8

7

Nathan Hawkins

3

1

Roger Isaacs

4

2

Anne Norman

8

7

Alan Bates

8

8

Peter Williams

8

8

Kaye Zyderveld

8

8

John Hammond

8

7

Richelle Geelan

2

2

Stephen Wong

5

5

STEPHEN BAXTER 				
Chairman/Director				
		Dated this 29 July, 2014				

ROGER ISAACS
Director
Dated this 29 July, 2014

To request a copy of the full audited financial report for the year ending 31 March 2014, please write to the Company Secretary: PO Box 333,
Wauchope, NSW 2446, Australia, or email contact@asianaid.org.au.
Asian Aid Australia values supporter feedback, and has a formal process for addressing feedback and complaints. The ‘Contact Us’ page on
www.asianaid.org.au website provides an easy way for the public and friends of Asian Aid to provide comments and/or suggestions, or to lodge a
complaint. Supporters can also provide feedback over the phone – call +61 2 6586 4250 – or by writing to us – PO Box 333, Wauchope, NSW 2446,
Australia. In each case, feedback is directed to the relevant staff or concerned departments for resolution.
To lodge a complaint against Asian Aid Australia, or to request a copy of Asian Aid’s Complaint Policy, please contact Kerryn Patrick (Customer
Relations Officer) at kerryn.patrick@asianaid.org.au, or on +61 2 6586 4250.
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Director

Experience

Stephen Baxter

Stephen is a commercial lawyer who resides in Sydney. He regularly contributes
his legal expertise on a voluntary basis and has worked on the Seventhday Adventist Church’s Ethical Standards Committee and assisted with the
incorporation of the Greater Sydney Conference. Date Appointed: 18 July 2004

B.Ec, LLM

Eugene D’Costa
Dip in Religious Studies (Spicer
College - India)

Nathan Hawkins
BA (Psych) (Hons)

Roger Isaacs
BBA., FIPA

Anne Norman
M.A. (Psych)., M.Ed, Grad Dip
Mgmt, Grad Dip Investigation
M’ment, Grad Dip Theology,
GAICD

Alan Bates
Dip Volunteer Mangement

Peter Williams
B.Ed, MA Ed, MBA

Kaye Zyderveld
BCom

John Hammond
Dip. Teaching, BA (Hons). PhD

Richelle Geelan
B.Bus, MBA

Stephen Wong
BCompSC, B.Bus (Marketing)

Eugene has worked for the NSW Department of Health for over thirty years in
Material Management and as an Office Manager. He has experience as an area
coordinator in emergency/disaster recovery for the Adventist Development and
Relief Agency (ADRA) and as a home tutor for Mission Australia. He is also a lay
preacher, a public speaker and has been an enthusiastic ambassador for Asian Aid
for over six years. Date Appointed: 23 August 2009

Financial
FinancialOverview
Overiew
AsianAid
AidOrganisation
Organisation
Ltd
Asian
Ltd

ABN 98 002 419
ABN 98 002 419
Statement of Profit and Loss and Other Comprehensive Income
Statement of Profit and Loss and Other Comprehensive Income
For the Year Ended 31 March 2014

For the Year Ended 31 March 2014

REVENUE
REVENUE
Donations and Gifts

Nathan is Director of Health and ADRA Services for the North NSW
Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. He has been a longterm supporter of Asian Aid, through both sponsorship and fundraising.
Date Appointed: 27 June 2009 | Date Retired: 13 August 2013
Roger has extensive accounting and auditing experience and strong networks
in the Southern Asia area having worked in both Sri Lanka and India.
Date Appointed: 27 July 2008 | Date Retired: 8 February 2014
Anne is a registered psychologist and has worked for both government and
non-government organisations over the past thirty years. She has been a
member of a number of not-for profit Boards for more than sixteen years.
Date Appointed: 29 June 2003
Alan, a director for the Centre for Volunteering NSW, brings with him 21 years of
experience within the volunteer-based industry. Date Appointed: 19 August 2012
Peter has been involved in Adventist Education for nearly a decade, at both
high school and tertiary levels. He has degrees in business and education and
has completed a Master of Education and a Master of Business Administration.
Date Appointed: 21 August 2011
Kaye has been a supporter of Asian Aid for almost 40 years. Kaye has a Bachelor
of Commerce with an accounting major. She has been a member of a number
of Adventist and Education Boards and is currently the Business Manager of
Adventist Schools in South Australia. Date Appointed: 21 August 2011
Dr John Hammond has worked for many years as a teacher, a principal and an
administrator in the Adventist Education system. John and his wife Sue have been
supporters of Asian Aid for many years. Date Appointed: 27 October 2011
This is the first year for Richelle on the Board of Asian Aid. Richelle has a Bachelor
of Business and a Masters in Business Administration, and brings to the Board 24
years of experience. Date Appointed: 18 August 2013 | Date Retired: 30 November
2013
This is the first year for Stephen on the Board of Asian Aid. Stephen brings 29
years of experience from a variety of industries, and is currently working for IBM
Australia. Date Appointed: 18 August 2013

Donations and Gifts

Donations and Gifts Monetary
Monetary

Bequests
and Legacies Received
Non - Monetary

Bequests and Legacies

Other Income

Grants

Investment
Income
Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Other Australian
Exchange
Rate Variance
Other Overseas

Total Revenue

Investment Income
Other Income

EXPENDITURE
Exchange
Rate Variance

Revenue
for International
Political
or Religious
Adherence
International
Aid and
Development
Programs
Expenditure
Promotion Programs

International
TOTAL
REVENUEPrograms

Funds to International Programs

EXPENDITURE
International
and Development
Programs Expenditure
Program Aid
Support
Costs
International Programs

Fundraising Costs

Funds to International Programs

Public
Program Support Costs

Community Education

Government, Multilateral and Private

Fundraising Costs

Accountability
and Administration
Public

Government, Expenditure
Multilateral and Private
Non-Monetary

Accountability and Administration

TOTAL INTERNATIONAL AID AND
Non-Monetary Expenditure
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Total International Aid and Development Program Expenditure
International, Political or Religious Adherence Promotion
OTHER
COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
Programs
Expenditure
Domestic Programs Expenditure

Other Income

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

TOTAL
COMPREHENSIVE
(LOSS)/INCOME
EXCESS
/(SHORTFALL)
OF REVENUE
OVER EXPENDITURE

2014
2014
$$
4,048,684

4,048,684

--

2,873

241,903
54,755
-

4,348,215
241,903
2,873

2013
2013
$$

4,001,744

4,001,744

48,402 48,402
1,438

362,804 16,070 -

4,430,456

-

362,804
1,438

54,755

16,070

4,348,215

4,430,456

-

-

3,332,074
2014
$
612,318

3,332,074

157,329
612,318
-

3,666,078

2013

520,282 $
3,666,078

149,877
520,282

-

--

444,959
157,329

438,644
149,877

-444,959

4,546,680

4,546,680
-

4,546,680

--

438,647

4,774,881 -

4,774,881
-

-

(198,465)
(198,465)

-

-

4,774,881

(344,425)
(344,425)
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW
HIGHLIGHTS AND OVERVIEW

SINCE 1966, ASIAN AID HAS BELIEVED IN THE LIFE-CHANGING POWER OF HOPEO

HEALTH

Uterine Prolapse Appeal | Gift of Health
The campaign came about because of the need to help boost funds and awareness for the pressing issue
of uterine prolapse in Nepal, through the Women’s Health Project there. Hundreds of people responded
to the campaign by gifting – $89,900 – health to Nepali women who have suffered pain, shame and
isolation due to uterine prolapse. Gift options included providing food for a woman after corrective
surgery for $35, paying the daily wage of a doctor in rural Nepal, to providing a free medical screening
clinic for a rural community, and providing the annual wage of village health representative.

Hope in communities
The Asian Aid website is a key avenue we now use to bring hope to communities and bring awareness
about the issues we address in Asia. During the year under review, we redeveloped our website to
increase engagement with supporters and to improve the quality and quantity of communication
between Asian Aid, the field and supporters. Some key features of the new website are: ‘My Asian Aid’
portal, where registered supporters can manage their Asian Aid transactions, download end-of-year tax
statements, update their contact details and choose how to communicate with their sponsored children,
News and Project pages, and other related information.
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BOOST AWARENESS
AND FUNDS

advocacy

Red Ribbon Appeal
The 2012-2013 End of Financial Year appeal was a key way of raising awareness and support for the
many projects that needed funds. The number of regular project donors increased by 10 per cent during
the campaign, with the most popular project to support being the Fighting Human Trafficking Project.
Anita Kanaiya, former director of Oasis India, our partner, raised awareness about the issue of human
trafficking and helped promote the Fighting Human Trafficking Project and Youth Empowerment Slums
Project during her visit in late 2013. Anita shared about the tragedy of human
trafficking through interviews at five radio stations including, Radio Rhema,
ABC Radio and SBS Hindi and Gujarati language programs, speaking at
twelve events, writing in five different printed publications and advocating
through social media. Anita’s visit resulted in raised awareness about
this issue, in increased funding for the two projects, and in the
engagement of 47 new donors with Asian Aid.

ASIAN AID REDEVELOPED
ITS WEBSITE

RAISING AWARENESS FOR PROJECTS
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Giving from the heart
    
Dr Kayle de Waal is Senior Lecturer
in New Testament in the Faculty of Arts and Theology
at Avondale College of Higher Education.
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e live in a world of need. At every turn, we see the plight and condition of our fellow human beings
living in poverty, injustice and abuse. The statistics of famine, homelessness, sexual trafficking and
other human social challenges in the developing world – and even in the developed world to some extent
– either numb our senses, or shock us into the dire need of others far less fortunate than we are.
One of the ways we can combat these injustices and make a difference in our world is through intentional
giving. Asian Aid cherishes the relationship it has with its partners in intentional giving to address and
seek to change the circumstances of beautiful people often caught in desperate circumstances not of their
own making.
Giving is at the heart of the Christian faith. For God so loved the world that He gave His only son …
(John 3:16). God did not borrow or lend us Jesus. He gave Jesus to the human family to be one with us
for eternity. The fact that God gave Jesus within time and history, but also with no time limits, is indeed
indescribable. We could never understand the giving of this Gift because it came at such enormous cost.
God gave Himself when He gave His Son. The enormity of this Gift calls for a heart humbled in worship
and deep wonder at the agape love of God. At His core then, God is a Giver – a Giver of unconditional
and self-emptying love.				

His life and teachings exemplified in simple, and yet
profound ways, the nature and scope of giving. Jesus
gave and never stopped giving...
			
A theology of giving comes from the very person of God and is revealed in Jesus. His life and teachings
exemplified in simple, and yet profound ways, the nature and scope of giving. Jesus gave and never
stopped giving in His daily life. Matthew 14:12-24 records a day in the life of Jesus. His cousin, John the
Baptist, had just been beheaded and so Jesus withdrew to a quiet place. Since He was fully human (Heb.
2:17-18), there can be no doubt that Jesus was grieving. While the canonical gospels give no record of this,
it is plausible to assume that He and John had grown up together.
And yet people came out to Him at this time of pain and emptiness. Jesus put aside His needs and gave
time and energy as He listened to the aching hearts of people living under sin and Roman oppression, as
He ministered to the sick and despondent and as He cared for the needs of those brought to Him. He kept
on serving, giving and caring for humanity. Matthew highlights the challenges of this day of ministry
as he records that Jesus withdrew from the crowds and spent time in prayer – connecting and drawing
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